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PRECANCELS PURCHASED 

I have established the reputation of paying fair, or even 
generous prices for estates, lots, collections and accumulations 
of precancels. I can pay better prices because I have acquired, 
through years of experience, the knowledge of how best to 
liquidate all types of precancels, not just the cream. I have 
found new homes for tens of millions of precancels in the past 
eight years. If the time has come to sell your precancel holdings 
or to line up your affairs, because no one in your family is 
interested in precancels, please consider me as the one to 
handle everything fairly and discreetly. I travel anywhere, and 
can provide impeccable references. 

PRECANCELS SOLD 

As stated above, I take pride in finding new homes for the 
precancels that I acquire. If you are interested in obtaining any 
variety of precancel, as single stamps, packets, mixtures or 
entire collections, be sure I know what you are looking for. If I 
don’t have the specific item(s) at the moment, you can be 
assured that I will keep you in mind for when the right stuff 
comes along.  

PHIL CAYFORD 

BOX 497 
DUBLIN, NH 03444 

603-563-8021
npcayford@myfairpoint.net 

mailto:jafluke@comcast.net
mailto:martymcd@me.com
mailto:je.pichione@bluewin.ch
mailto:toddenelson@snet.net
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and leave the porous sheet exposed, so the ink could be forced through to print 
on paper as it was fed past the rotating cylinder. Thousands of pages could be 
printed and the stencil stored for later use. Mimeographs became very popular 
because they were easy to produce, durable, and much cheaper than press print-
ing. 

Some of the most intriguing precancels were made on a mimeograph machine. 
There are 109 mimeograph precancel L-types listed in the PSS Town and Type 
Catalog (Their type numbers all end with M). Many of these started with the 
Washington/Franklin series, and they can be found throughout the years, some 
on stamps as late as the 1970s. Different typewriter fonts and characters have 
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Precancels Wanted 

If you’re giving up precancel collecting or have inherited a  
collection that you are not interested in, I’m interested in buying  

entire collections and accumulations of precancels. I will travel to 
inspect your holdings if they require that. Please contact me if it’s 

time to sell.  

Phil Cayford, Box 497, Dublin NH 03444 
npcayford@myfairpoint.net 603-563-8021 

 created some of the unique precancel styles. (Note: mimeograph printing 
leaves no impression on the paper – direct printing with a typewriter often 
leaves a visible impression that can be seen on the back of the stamp.) 

In addition to the precancel types, mimeographs were also used to apply the 
user initials and date to comply with the dating order of 1938. The earliest was 
National Bellas Hess (NBH), a mail order company based in Kansas City. 
They began using mimeo stencils on their dateds in January 1940, and used 
several different fonts and patterns for 30 years. Some of the distribution cen-
ters for Sears, Roebuck and Company (SRC) started using mimeos in the early 
1950s and continued into the 1970s. Because the mimeograph machine is con-
sidered a printing process, these controls are listed in the PSS Printed Dated 
Type Catalog. 

Because the stencils were cut by typing, mimeos are subject to all sorts of var-
iations: changing typewriters often meant a different font, and as shown in the 
examples on page 9, there are spelling errors and spacing varieties. At least 
one subject in the Ft. Lauderdale L-2 M stencil had a missing hyphen. Also 
note the variation in line spacing; that indicates the lines were drawn separate-
ly, not with the typewriter. 



COLLECT PERFINS! 

U.S. and Foreign Perfins 
Perfinned Precancels

Bi-monthly Bulletin 
Sample copy available from 

John Hart 
6500 Upper Applegate Rd. 

Jacksonville, OR 97530-9314 
jg.hart@charter.net 

PSS SELLERS ON EBAY 

Jim Bennette cadjimbo 
Frank Bird prestamps 

Deveney Stamps deveney17 
Ron Doctor foghorn2000 
Dennis Ewert ewertsde 

Dave Fordham dgfordham 
Rich Fehler john.lang 
Josh Furman editorrc 
Jerry Gantar gg1941 

Curtis Gidding curtstamp 
Mike Gutman msg94 

Steve & Marlene Gunesch leni915 
Woody Hann & Bob Noble blititz  

Tim Hebel Landscapertim 
Reynold Hilzinger Reinholdstamps 

Mike Hynes mnhynes 
Susan Kolze kool_akkumulator 

Dick Laetsch precanceI44uw 
John Lane precanceljohn 

Dale Malzahn wyandotte2 
Chris Masters chrismas1942 
Norm Macneall stampinman 

Mike Molle red-rose789 
Larry Patterson burocounter 

John Ross jro256 
Duane Spidle peakprecancel 

Matt Stephenson mattstef 
Bill Symes WSYMES 

PSS SELLER ON HIPSTAMP 
Mike Chanquet, RewindPrecancels 

PSS SELLER ON ARTISMIA 
Clyde Bowman, III 

PSS SELLER ON eBid 
Traci Hanson    Toolsnmore 

Duane Shiffert    shiffert  

PRECANCEL COLLECTIONS AND APPROVALS

Write for our price list 

Town and Type approvals from all states starting at 15 cents each. 

We also have Commemoratives, Black Hardings, 
Classics, Bicents, etc. 

Dale Malzahn, Wyandotte Stamps 
P.O. Box 567, Trenton, MI 48183
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A Spelling Error 
(MOV)  

and  
a Spacing Variety 

(SRC/Mar53) 

Ft. Lauderdale L-2 M 

One of the unique varieties results from the stencil being placed on the print-
ing drum with the wrong side out.  The stencil would print as a mirror image 
of what had been typed.  Even today, decades later, unreported dates and vari-
eties can be found.  Whether your interest is precancel types or printed con-
trols, mimeos offer lots of opportunities for seemingly infinite variety and 
new discovery. 

Mirror Images:  
Corpus Christi TX L-2 M 
and a Kansas City NBH 

OCT 50 



 

 

ANOTHER OPTICAL ILLUSION 
WILMINGTON, SC TYPE 841? 

Arnold Selengut, PSS 194-4385 
 
Here is another one of those interesting “optical illusions” like the Dallas Star 
Bureau I described for The Forum a couple of months ago. 
 
The stamp pictured to the right seems to be an 841 from 
Wilmington, SC, but when you try to find that town in the 
Catalog, you won’t. 
 
The right upright of the “N” of NC did not print properly, 
exposing the bottom curve of architect Wright’s nose, which 
makes the top of the “N” look a lot like an “S.” 
 
Your eye then compounds the illusion by assuming that it is 
seeing an “S” because of the curvature of the bottom of the diagonal of the “N” 
due to poor inking of that feature as well. 
 
The fact that the bottom of the letter is open where the “S” loop should be does 
not seem to matter.  
 
Have you found one of these optical illusions yet? If so, why don’t you tell eve-
ryone about it. 

 

WHICH WAY IS UP? 
Lynn R Batdorf, PSS #8048 

 
Precancels have been printed on postage stamps in various orientations. That is, 
the precancel might follow the stamp design, or be inverted, up, down, or even 
diagonal. 
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Taking this into consideration, the question might arise, “Which way should 
the stamp be oriented in an album?” The correct answer is, “In any manner the 
collector wishes.” 
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Wishing to give priority to the precancel, my Town and Type stamps are orien-
tated to easily read the precancel. In this manner, the occasional stamp might 
be inverted or turned sideways. 
 
This question recently arose in an E-Mail exchange with a prominent precancel 
dealer who commented, “Personally, I mount my stamps in the direction that 
the design intended. The inverted precancels are mounted with the stamp in the 
design orientation, so that the precancel is inverted. I see collections occasion-
ally that mount the precancels in the direction the precancel reads, which 
means that stamps with inverted precancels are mounted with the stamp invert-
ed so that the precancel reads normally. 
 
“In this manner, it is much more obvious that the precancel is inverted (when it 
is). I tend to concentrate first on the precancel, and next on the stamp that the 
precancel is on. So, it is easier for me to see if I have an invert if all the stamps 
are mounted in the design-intended orientation. Then the inverts stand out bet-
ter.” 
 
This sage observation resonated with me. Primarily a general US stamp collec-
tor, I mount all US stamps according to their design orientation. Why had I 
made an exception to this policy for my precancel collection? Unintentionally, 
I was subordinating the thoughtful design orientation, giving priority to the, at 
times, capricious precancel orientation. Again, there is no one way to display 
any stamp or precancel. But for me, I easily realized my stamp orientation was 
simply and fundamentally flawed. 
 
So, for countless hours, I had the rare and delightful pleasure of examining my 
entire Town and Type collection to correct the intermittent, errantly orientated 
stamp. Because my precancels are mounted in Hager Stock Sheets this change 
was easy to implement. Once completed, it resulted in a nice, subtle, and satis-
fying improvement to the entire collection. I found this new, more logical, ori-
entation easy to accept, and I’m delighted with the results.  

 
FOLLOWUP ON DALLAS 242 DLE VARIANT 

Dave Smith, PSS 123-4406 
 
That is a nice article written by John Williams. I do not have his e-mail or I 
would respond directly. 
 
One big reason for the gaps is plate damage. Plates were dropped. Things were 
set on top of them. Missing portions of top, bottom, and end lines are the most 
common signs of this type of a casualty, of which the Dallas plate is typical. 
Things also accidently went into the press and damaged the plate. 
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My favorite example of this is on the plate for the Kansas City, MO Type 205 
wp (with period). Apparently a large, full can (of ink?) was set on top of the 
plate. Perhaps another was then set on top of the first one. The rim of the can 
damaged the plate permanently. By gathering multiple impressions, I have a 
partial showing of the rim of the can. Yes, I also have part of the other side of 
the plate showing the same curved damage that would complete the circle. 

An example of de-
bris (a paperclip) 
entering the press is 
shown with Peoria, 
IL Type 202. The 
error is relatively 
easy to obtain. 

These items are collectable by spe-
cialists. 
 
I like to find what seems to be an 
error, but I sometimes find an exam-
ple that shows the wear of the plate. 

An example of this is found with Niagara Falls Type 247. The 25-cent shows 
the last “A” in Niagara worn away. The 8-cent shows it missing. If you found 
just the 8-cent you would think you had a real find. But with the 25-cent you 
can see how the plate's damage progressed over time. 
 
As both stamps are right end positions, the damage must have been some-
where in the right vertical row of the plate. 
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SOUTH CENTRAL STATES T & T COUNTS 
NOVEMBER 2020 

Arnold Selengut, PSS 194-4385 
 
The upcoming deadlines for reporting your counts are as follows: 
 
 New England Group January 15, 2021 
 Atlantic Group March 15, 2021 
 Western Group May 15, 2021 
 Overall (All States) July 15, 2021* 
 
*This count is a summary of all five (5) State Groups. Counts will be pulled 
from the database so reporters need not submit a separate report. However, 
those reporters who wish to refresh the database to include their latest statistics 
can submit reports using the normal form anytime up to the deadline shown. 
 
Reports are maintained on the database until refreshed by a new count, or for 
five years, unless the reporter requests deletion or drops out of the PSS. Estab-
lished email T & T Reporters will automatically receive a reporting form a few 
weeks before the deadline. Other PSS members who would like to participate 
must request the form and reporting guidelines from the writer via e-mail to 
arnsel@verizon.net. 
 
Last year we had 48 reporters of South Central Group counts, and now we have 
decreased by four to 44. Five former reporters were deleted due to closed al-
bums or failure to report during the 5-year window. Two of these were in the 
top 20. The five drops were offset by one new reporter. The new reporter is Bill 
Grady, who e-responded to my request for new reporters in a previous Forum. 
We welcome our new reporter to the group and hope that he will participate for 
a long time. 
 
We would like to see increased member participation in these counts. If you are 
a T & T Collector, why not join in? It is fun to see your holdings compared to 
those of your fellow collectors and to monitor your progress as your collection 
continues to improve. I will be happy to guide your participation if you request 
being added to the group.  
 
Of the 44 current reporters, 32 submitted a fresh count at some point in 2020. 
The aging of the rest of the reports is as follows: 2019 (3), 2018 (2), 2017 (4) 
and 2016 (1). Please check your name and the date of your last report on subse-
quent pages. Do not let your counts “age out” of the rankings. Although no one 
is in danger  

(continued on page 17) 
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GUNESCH 
 

An old and trusted name in Precancels-buying and selling Precancels since 1925. 

 

APPROVALS 
 

Locals:   Try one of our approval books. We have towns & types, 1938 
Presidential (our specialty) and all newer issues, plus approval books 
for general collections. 
 
Bureaus:   Mounted 10 stamps to a page in the order of the PSS Bureau Cat-
alog. We also accept Bureau want lists.  
 

********************************************************************************* 
 

ALBUM PAGES 
 

Gunesch Loose-leaf Album Pages   designed specifically for precan-
cel collecting. Try our #36 for Towns & Types or Bureaus. We also 
have our #B for blank pages (border only), #115 for Coil Pairs or Com-
memoratives, #209 for blocks of 4. Printed on 70# acid free paper, 
punched for a 3-ring binder. $17.00 per hundred, postpaid to the U.S. 
Combine any of the styles to total a hundred. 
 
Pages for PSS Albums.   We will print them for you on 70# acid free 
paper, punched for a 3-ring binder, for 14¢ per page, plus shipping. We 
can print Town & Type pages,  Bicentennial,  Classic,  Double Line,  
Printed Dated.  Any  or  all states.  Order more  than  one  state  and  
we  will  ship them in one package at a lower shipping charge than if 
ordered individually. Contact us for prices. 
 

Collections.   We have starter town & type collections for a large num-
ber of states. We also have Bureau collections available on Noble or 
JW pages. 
 

GUNESCH 
2852 Sunset Ridge Court 
Deltona, FL 32725-2131 

(386) 532-8166 
Email: smgunesch@gmail.com 

 

We also purchase collections and accumulations. 

 
March 2021 
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of being aged out of the report for the near 
future, if you haven’t sent in your status since 
2018, you should seriously think about doing 
so. 
 
The top ten (10) Town collections are all 
within 8 towns of completion, as they were at 
the prior report. The top two positions have 
all of the towns and are tied as they have 
been for several years. Foster maintains his 
hold on the 3rd rung. One of the previous 4th 
place holders has dropped out. As a result 
Rehkop, who was previously tied for the 4th 
rung would have been alone there had it not 
been for the improvement by Adrion from his 
former tie at the 6th place. Spidle was also 
formerly tied at the 6th position but is now 
alone there. Crosby jumps forward from his 
former tie at the 14th rung to now hold the 7th 
step on the ladder. The former 8th place hold-
er has dropped out. Patterson and Parker, 
formerly tied at the 9th rung are joined with 
Trim, formerly 11th, to make a three-way tie 
for 8th. Atkins moves up from her former 12th 
position into a tie at the 11th position with 
Masters, formerly 13th. Schwartz moves out 
of his former tie at the 14th position to take 
the 13th slot. Ross moves out of his tie at the 
17th rung to hold the 14th position and Blan-
ford moves up from 16th to 15th. Lane is still 
tied at the 17th position, but now his tie is 
with Batdorf, who moves into the top 20 
from his former 21st slot. Denis moves up one 
rung from 20 to 19 and Challey, formerly 
22nd, closes out the top 20.  
 
In the Type rankings, the top three positions 
are unchanged from last year. The former 4th 
place holder is no longer reporting. Foster 
moves up one rung to now hold the 4th spot. 
Spidle moves up from 7th to overtake Adrion,  
 

(continued on page 20) 
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who maintains his hold on the 6th rung. Crosby 
overtakes Parker to jump from 10th to 7th. Parker 
maintains his hold on the 8th rung. Masters improves 
from 12th to 9th, overtaking Adkins, who improved 
from 11th to 10th. Trim moves up from 14th to hold 
the 11th rung, while Patterson advances from 13th to 
12th. Batdorf advances several steps from 17th to 
13th. Challey advances one step from 15th to 14th 
while Schwartz skips from 18th to now hold the 15th 
slot. Ross holds firm at position 16 and Noble 
moves up from 19th to 17th. Blanford also rises two 
positions, Earle comes up from 22nd to grab the 19th 
step and Schrier advances from 21st to close out the 
top 20. 
 
The top collection still lacks 12 types, the same as 
last year. The 10th collection now lacks 283 types, 
three less than last year. 

 

Dave Smith, PSS 123-4406 
 

LOGANSPORT, IN L – 3 HS (3,23) had the (3) 
added when it was noticed that there was a large 
“A” in one unknown subject of the device. Recently, 
I acquired the postal card shown on the next page; 
there are 4 subjects of the device visible. 
 
This is proof that the “A” was not the only letter 
with different sizes. There as also a large “N” and 
“R” while the leg of the “R” is straight on some 
subjects and curved on others. 
 
Upon comparing the card with stamps in my collec-
tion, I found some stamps that did not fit any of the 
above subjects. However, I had a few pairs. By us-
ing them for comparison, I concluded the L-3 HS 
was a six-subject device. 
 
Position 1 has a medium “A,” narrow “N,” and a 
narrow, short-leg “R.” 
 

LOGANSPORT, IN L-3 HS REVISITED 

 

 

Position 3 has a wide “A” and “N” and an “R” with the leg pointed out. 
 

Position 4 has a medium “A,” a narrow “N,” an “I” spaced away from the 
“N” in “IND.” and a short-leg “R.” 
 

Position 5 has a medium “A” and a large “R.” 
 

Position 6 has a medium “A” and a short-leg “R” with the leg pointed out. 

 1 2 3 4 

 4 5 5 6 
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Logansport was a big railroad city until the 1920’s when the city supported a 
strike by the workers against the Pennsylvania Railroad. The company retaliat-
ed by cutting back on its rail hub. The roundhouse was turned into a facility to 
repair damaged rail cars. It has yet to regain the population it had in the 1920 
census. Today it has several small manufacturers and a large packing plant. 
Many Hispanic workers work at the plant and have made Logansport their 
home. 
 
The card was undoubtedly made in the early 1950’s. Two members of the Lo-
gansport stamp club worked at the post office, and the club had annual shows. 
The two created several interesting post cancel combinations in their work. 
Most can be dated to the early 1950’s. When I first moved to Indiana the club 
was very active with about 30 attending some meetings. One of the members 
was in his 90’s and was a Boy Scout Scoutmaster, a position he had since be-
coming the first scoutmaster in Indiana before Word War 1. 
 
By the mid 1970’s membership had dropped, and the club was dissolved.  I 
was its last president. 



 

 

I need an example of position 3 
on a stamp. 

 1 1 2 
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Below are other examples of the type.  1920 21,626  13.5% 

1930 18,508  −14.4% 

1940 20,177  9.0% 

1950 21,031  4.2% 

1960 21,106  0.4% 

1970 19,255  −8.8% 

1980 17,899  −7.0% 

1990 16,812  −6.1% 

2000 19,684  17.1% 

2010 18,396  −6.5% 

2019 
(est.) 

17,584 

[

3

] 
−4.4% 

Source: US Census Bureau 

The three 
above and 
two to the 
left are all 
from posi-
tion 2. 

 4 4 5 

The four shown 
below are all from 
position 5. 
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PROVISIONAL USE OF POST OFFICE HANDSTAMPS 
FOR PRECANCELING 
Arnold Selengut, PSS 194-4385 

 
While preparing to mount in my album some vintage precancel covers that I 
had obtained several years ago, I noticed the three presented nearby as Figures 
1, 2 & 3. 
 
These all originated in France during the months of March through November 
1910 and all were sent to the same person in Hartford, CT, no doubt by a rela-
tive, and possibly Mr. Starr. They were all short paid, so were subject to the 
double-deficiency penalty then in effect. The postage affixed was deemed to 
be 3¢ short by the PO clerk at the port of entry, so the NY “opera glass” was 
stamped on each cover on the front at lower left with the due penalty assess-
ment of 6 cents. Upon arrival in Hartford, that PO Clerk affixed 6¢ worth of 
1895 postage dues which were paid for by the addressee. The postage due 
stamps were precanceled, and this is where the story becomes interesting to 
both the precancel collector and the postal historian. 
 
For whatever reason, a suitable device designed for precanceling was not 
available, so the PO clerk used a wide rubber handstamp to precancel the 
stamps while they were still part of the original pane. His purpose in so doing 
was to avoid the extra work of having to apply the stamps and then cancel 
them after they were on the envelope. As was a typical practice at the time, the 
precanceling was probably done sometime before the need arose, so that the 
already precanceled stamps were available at his workstation for the clerk to 
use when he needed them. 
 
The words and partial words on these due stamps are provided in the block 
under each envelope on the following pages.: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1920_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1930_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1940_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1950_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1960_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1990_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logansport,_Indiana#cite_note-USCensusEst2019CenPopScriptOnlyDirtyFixDoNotUse-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logansport,_Indiana#cite_note-USCensusEst2019CenPopScriptOnlyDirtyFixDoNotUse-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logansport,_Indiana#cite_note-USCensusEst2019CenPopScriptOnlyDirtyFixDoNotUse-3
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TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB 
 

Y’all come to our Spring Meeting! 

Saturday, March 20, 2021 

 

St. Mary Catholic Church, Room 207 
603 Church Avenue, College Station, Texas 

9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Auction #44 will begin at 2 p.m. 

 
   For more info: http://tx4.us/tcpmeetings.htm or 
retsoftware@hotmail.com or kh.foster@hotmail.com 

March 23, 1910 cover – 2¢ pair “correct address”; 2¢ single “of your”. 

 

 

 

CATALOGS 
 

National and Service Inscribed Precancel Catalog (NSI) contains  
precancels formerly included in Part III of the 5th edition Bureau  
Catalog and precancels released by USPS after publication of that 
Catalog. All known NSI precancels illustrated in color. Pages are three
-hole punched and are the same size as those of most PSS Catalogs. 
 

Print copy, $20.00; PDF copy $15.00  
 

War and Defense Precancel Catalog 
Print copy $84.19, PDF copy $40.00. 

 

Cost of print copies include postage to a U.S. address. 
 

Payment by check, drawn on a US bank, or PayPal.  
 

Larry Patterson, PO Box 3442, Cary, NC 27519-3442  
                                   or larryofjtrack@bellsouth.net                         5/21 
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Sept, 17, 1910 cover – 1¢ single “ublisher” (INVERTED); 5¢ single 
“address” 
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From this data we can reconstruct what the wide office handstamp said. It was 
“Notify publisher of your correct address”. 
 
The use of a long handstamp like this enabled the clerk to quickly precancel a 
large number of stamps still in their pane with a minimum number of strikes. 
This was apparently considered an expedient substitute for not having an ap-
propriate precancel device (if one was even available in the office at that time) 
or using the more usual pen & ink or crayon approach. 
 
Note that each of these covers has a correspondence number written on the 
front. The first one has 53, the second 81 and the third 99. The span of time 
covered by the three covers is 9 months, give or take a week. Mr. Starr was 
writing to his wife at least once per week and sometimes twice. There should 
be many more examples of this correspondence out there, probably having the 
same or similar provisionally precanceled due stamps. Keep your eyes open! 

Nov 22, 1910 cover – 2¢ single “Noti” (partially under the left 2¢ of the pair; 
2¢ pair “ur correct addres”. 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON NOTES 
Jack D. Blanchard, PSS 3427 
Washington Catalog Editor 

 
Over the years there have only been a limited number of errors that have oc-
curred on precancel devices. The most obvious of these were committed by 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) itself with the OIHO from Cin-
cinnati. The BEP also committed another error from Ventura, Calif. with Ven-
tura below Calif. on one subject. I am familiar with errors from Washington 
as I only follow this state. Other states probably have similar errors on precan-
cel devices as mentioned below. 
 
There are couple of rubber handstamps errors from Washington of which I am 
aware. The first is on a Bellingham 413 device which has an “n” for the “m” 
somewhere on this rubber device. Someone in the Olympia Post Office altered 
the Olympia L-1 HS and L-2 HS devices after they had been used for a while. 
The “a” was cut off on this 3-subject hand stamp. I have strips showing both 
versions of these 2 types. 
 
The Potomac Electroplate Company of Washington, D.C. made many of the 
metal hand-electros. The only one I have is the Wash. below Bong on the 729 
Bong, Wash device. I am not aware of any other hand electros from Washing-
ton with errors. The Postmaster at Fairfield, WA was an amateur printer and 
at some time he flattened the 734 hand electro, mounted it on a wood block 
and used the flattened device to precancel stamps. So, if you have a Fairfield 
734 that looks printed, it could be. 
 
A few errors, or alterations, occur on 100-subject electroplates. All of these 
plates are known as correct, as far as I know. Some liberties have been taken, 
such as the plate being cut to provide a smaller device. Wenatchee, WA is 
known to be hand-applied. Spokane 205 was cut by a Sears Roebuck employ-
ee to make a few precancels.  
 
When it comes to the vinyl devices, Baumgartner, the manufacturer of most, 
if not all, of the vinyl devices really dropped the ball. The Littleton, MA. de-
vice has the top two subjects of this 841 device with WA instead of MA. An-
other very visible vinyl error occurs on the Kapowsin 904 device. Subject 7 of 
the 10-subject device reads “Akapowsin.” 
 
Subject 3 of the Solomon, AZ 841 device reads “Sclomon.” 
 
I’m sure other states probably have similar stories.  

27 January 2021 



 

 

 

WANTED: “Advanced Collectors” If you are considering selling your collec-
tion, please consider selling me your “Virginia” material as I would like to 
update the 1961 Catalog and put it on the PSS website. Please call (540) 220-
4800 for more information. Roger Brown, PSS 8236                                  2/21 
 
WANTED: Wisconsin Precancels. Send your list of available stamps or ask 
for my want list. Steven R. Bassett, P.O. Box 930066, Verona, WI 55393, bas-
sett@ srbassett.com                                                                                       6/21 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

Given the current situation, it is suggested 
everyone verify an event before leaving home. 

 
January 18 - 21, 2021 (Mon - Thur, Florida Winter Meet: CANCELED 

 
March 20, 2021, Texas Precancel Club Spring Meeting: 

CIRCUMSTANCES PERMITTING 
St. Mary Catholic Church, Room 207, 603 Church Avenue,  

College Station, Texas, 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
 
June 4-5, 2021, New England Precancel Club Meeting: Marriott Courtyard, 

3 Eagle Road, Danbury. CT, Exit 8 off I-84, Friday 9AM to 9PM, Satur-
day 9AM to 3 PM 

 
August 23rd to 28th, 2021, 2021 PSS Convention, Best Western Royal Plaza 

Hotel in Marlborough, MA.  
 
November 5-6, 2021, New England Precancel Club Meeting: Marriott 

Courtyard, 3 Eagle Road, Danbury. CT, Exit 8 off I-84, Friday 9AM to 
9PM, Saturday 9AM to 3 PM 

 

(Accuracy of the above is based on information provided to the Editor.) 
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While you continue to isolate at home. 
Sell, buy, or swap some precancels in 2021! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 

 

COMPUTER AND DATABASE SUPPORT 

 

Computer technical support for all the PSS Software provided by  
Ralph Kimball. email: ralphcollector@gmail.com. (831) 338-2088 

 

Handstamp Dated and Printed dated questions answered by Gene Byers.  
email: ehbyers.bloom.il@gmail.com.  

For Non-members of PSS 
 

Prices shown are effective as of October 2019. These prices include U.S. domestic 
postage via Media Mail. Foreign orders ADD 28.00 per book for postage. (A set (i.e. 
Was Bicentennial) counts as one book. Payment, check drawn on a U.S. bank, or do-
mestic or international money order payable to The Precancel Stamp Society is due 
with order. Order from: PSS Catalogs, 6005 Kingsford Rd., Bethesda, MD 20817 or 
publications@precancels.com or (301)-571-1962 
 

For Members of PSS 
 

Members of PSS may order through the “Members Only” section of the website. 

 

COST FOR MAILING EACH CATALOG TO NON-U.S. ADDRESS 
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Insertions must be consecutive to 
earn discount rate. Copy may change 
monthly. Remittance payable to PSS. 
Mail your ad with payment or email 
ad with payment to follow via USPS 
to Editor, PO Box 3442, Cary, NC 

 27519-3442 or  
larryofjtrack@bellsouth.net.  

 

Page 
 

1 Mo 
 

6 Mo 
 

12 Mo 

Full  $60 288 480 

Half 43 210 348 

Quarter 23 108 180 

Eighth 15 72 120 

Inch 10 48 84 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES CLASSIFIED AD RATES 

1 issue: 6¢ per word 
3 issues: 12¢ per word 

12 issues: 36¢ per word 
 

Advertise items “For Sale” or 
“Wanted” to over 500 members. 
Three- and six-issue ads must be con-
secutive. Mail your ad with payment 
or email ad with payment to follow 
via USPS. Ad will run through the 
issue month at end of ad. Remittance 
payable to PSS: mail to: Editor, PO 
Box 3442, Cary, NC 27519-3442 or  

larryofjtrack@bellsouth.net  

 

Place an ad in  
The Precancel Forum. 
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SEARCHABLE PRECANCEL CATALOG SOFTWARE 
FOR MICROSOFT WINDOWS PCs 

Down load trial version at www.precancels.com/software 
(See software ad on adjacent page.) 

 

Allows users to track their inventories 
and make album pages in a variety of formats! 

 

The Town and Type Software exactly matches the current 8th edition printed Town and 
Type Catalog released March 2019 with 42,502 entries. All standard and all local L-types 
are illustrated. Thousands of price changes have been introduced since the old 7th edition. 
Compare all the types from a town on a single screen. 
 

The Bureau Software exactly matches the current 6th edition printed Bureau Catalog re-
leased April 2020 with 9,421 entries. All Bureau cancels are fully illustrated. 

PSS Printed Catalogs Shipped by USPS Mail: 

On-Line: publications@precancels.com.  

Mail: PSS Catalogs, 6005 Kingsford Rd., Bethesda, MD 20817. 

Telephone: (301)-571-1962 

 

Price 
(member price 

in parens) 

Town & Type Catalog, 8th ed., March 2019 $27.50 ($25) 

Bureau Catalog, 6th ed., April 2020 $18.00 ($16) 

Classic Catalog Part I, US Issues pre-1908, 2011 $22.00 ($20) 

Classic Catalog Part IIa, 1908-21 Washington 
Franklin era, Alabama to Montana, 2014 

$50.00($45) 

Classic Catalog Part IIb, 1908-21 Washington 
Franklin era, Nebraska to Wyoming, 2015 

$40.00($36) 

Double Line Electro (DLE) Catalog, 2009 $16.50 ($15) 

Washington Bicentennial Catalog, 4th ed., 2016 $80.00 ($72) 

13 Cent Apple Green Catalog, 2006 $11.00 ($10) 

City Type Coils Catalog, 2011 $9.00 ($8) 

Silent Precancels Catalog, 2016 $50.00 ($45) 

Precanceled Envelopes Catalog, 4th ed., 2014 $27.50 ($25) 

Printed Dated Type Catalog, 2019 $27.50 ($25) 

Perfined Precancel Catalog  $50.00 ($45 

International Precancel Catalog, 2005 $27.50 ($25) 

 

 See Page 29 for computer and data support and shipping costs. 
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PSS PDF Catalogs Ordered ON-LINE ONLY at 
www.precancels.com/publications 

PDF Catalogs are Exact Copies of Printed Catalogs 

Price (member  

price in parens) 

Town & Type Catalog, 8th ed.,PDF $27.50 ($25) 

Bureau Catalog, 6th ed., April 2020   $18.00 ($16) 

Classic Catalog Part I, pre-1908, PDF $22.00 ($20) 

Classic Catalog, 1908-21, Part IIa, AL to MT, PDF $40.00($36) 

Classic Catalog, 1908-21, part IIb, NE to WY, PDF $40.00($36) 

Double Line Electro (DLE) Catalog, PDF $16.50 ($15) 

Washington Bicentennial, 4th ed. $70.00 ($63) 

Precanceled Envelopes, PDF $27.50 ($25) 

Printed Dated Type Catalog, PDF $27.50 ($25) 

Perfined Precancel Catalog  $50.00 ($45) 

2019 Style Chart Album of PSS Standard Types 101 to 906, free download   

PSS Databases (see software ad on adjacent page) 
Ordered ON-LINE ONLY at www.precancels.com/

publications 

Price (member price in  

parens) 

The following all require software release 8.02 or greater. 

Bureau database, 6th ed. April 2020 $20.00 ($18) 

Town & Type database, 8th edition, March 2019 $43.00 ($39) 

Classic Catalog Part I, pre-1908 database $20.00 ($18) 

Classic Catalog, Part IIa, 1908-21, AL to MT, database $20.00 ($18) 

Classic Catalog, part IIb, 1908-21, NE to WY, database $20.00 ($18) 

Double Line Electro (DLE) database $20.00 ($18) 

Washington Bicentennial, 4th ed., database $40.00 ($36) 

Handstamp Dated database $20.00 ($18) 

Printed Dated database, 2019 ( for new users) $40.00 ($36) 

mailto:PSS%20Printed%20Catalogs%20Shipped%20by%20USPS%20Mail:%0bOn-Line:%20publications@precancels.com.%20Mail:%20PSS%20Catalogs,%206005%20Kingsford%20Rd.,%20Bethesda,%20MD%2020817.%20Telephone:%20(301)-571-1962
mailto:PSS%20Printed%20Catalogs%20Shipped%20by%20USPS%20Mail:%0bOn-Line:%20publications@precancels.com.%20Mail:%20PSS%20Catalogs,%206005%20Kingsford%20Rd.,%20Bethesda,%20MD%2020817.%20Telephone:%20(301)-571-1962
mailto:PSS%20Printed%20Catalogs%20Shipped%20by%20USPS%20Mail:%0bOn-Line:%20publications@precancels.com.%20Mail:%20PSS%20Catalogs,%206005%20Kingsford%20Rd.,%20Bethesda,%20MD%2020817.%20Telephone:%20(301)-571-1962
mailto:PSS%20Printed%20Catalogs%20Shipped%20by%20USPS%20Mail:%0bOn-Line:%20publications@precancels.com.%20Mail:%20PSS%20Catalogs,%206005%20Kingsford%20Rd.,%20Bethesda,%20MD%2020817.%20Telephone:%20(301)-571-1962
http://www.precancels.com/publications
http://www.precancels.com/publications
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http://www.precancels.com/publications
http://www.precancels.com/publications
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PRECANCELS  
Bureaus and Locals 

ON APPROVAL 
 

Fast, responsive service 
 

Low, fair prices 
 

Friendly help  
with all questions 

 

If you are looking for Buros, 
Town and Type by State, 

general precancels or perfins, 
drop me a line or email 

 

Always looking to buy precancel collections. 
 

Visit my Internet site at  
www. precanceledstamps.com 

 

Look for my precancel auctions on EBAY  
every Sunday starting at 3:00 PM EST 

EBAY user name: precancel44uw 
 

DICK LAETSCH 
3 Shady Creek Lane 

Scarborough, ME  04074 
Email: precancel@aol.com  

Phone: 207-883-2505 

 

 

http://www.ebay.com/usr/precancel44uw?_trksid=p2053788.m1543.l2754



